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Abstract:

Facial Nerve Palsy: Part 2. Review of the Oral Symptoms
and its Treatment

Fatemi M.J. MD ", Emami S. A. MD ., Akbari H. MD" ", Kazemi Ashtiani A. MD"

Akhoondinasab M. R. MD***, Farokh Forghani S. MD***, Shafaei Y.MD"

(Received: 26 March 2017 Accepted: 24 June 2017)

Facial nerve palsy is very common and all expression muscles of the face are paralyzed as a sequence. Inability
to blink, facial asymmetry and oral incontinence following the paralysis leading to physical, psychological and social
problems and reduce the quality of life. Paralysis of the oral cavity muscles can interfere with eating, drinking, talking
and smiling. Many different types of procedures introduced for reconstruction of movement around orbital or oral
cavitiesin these patients. In the first part of this study we discuss about the etiology and pathophysiology of the entity,
signs and symptoms, and also peri-orbital treatments. In this section we review the oral problems and the options for
their treatments. Primary repair, using nerve grafts, nerve transfer, regional muscle transfer, free functional muscle
transfer accompanied with nerve transfer and static slings are the techniques that will be discussed. Also the maseter
nerve as a newly re-introduced nerve transfer for acute and delayed reconstructions will be described.

Key Words: Facial Nerve Palsy, Peri-Oral Symptoms, Nerve Transfer, Muscle Transfer
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