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Abstract:

Assessment of the Relation between Demographic Characteristics,
Opium Addiction and Clinical Signs of Burger’s Patients

Beigi A. A. MD , Hosseinpour M. MD

(Received: 19 Dec 2008 Accepted: 22 Dec 2009)

Introduction & Objective: The aim of this study is to define the relative prevalence of, clinical and
demographic state of Burger’s patients admitted to Alzahra hospital, in order to achieve a new attitude on
clinical and epidemiological future of the disease.

Materials & Methods: This is a descriptive analytic study based on 80 Burger’s patient profiles
admitted to Alzahra hospital from 2003 to 2005. The patient information was analyzed on the bases of age,
sex, involving limb, smoking, opium addiction, symptoms and duration of the disease and interventions
(either medical or surgical) used. Finally the data was analyzed by X* and Fisher’s exact test in SPSS 13
software.

Results: The study demonstrated that there was a significant correlation between addiction and ulcer in
patients but no significant correlation was established between the age, sex, smoking and clinical sign and
symptoms of the disease.

Among all patients evaluated in this study, amputation of the limb was done on 60.1%, sympathectomy on
97.6%, dural catheter on 3.8% and revascularization on 2.6%. Drugs used subsequently as medical therapy
were pentoxifyelin, Aspirin, iloprost on 61.2%, 18.8% and 2.5% respectively.

Conclusions: There was a significant correlation between opium addiction and ulcer and also
amputation. Other studies were on accordance with our study. With early diagnosis based on history and
clinical examination, we can prevent disease.

Key Words: Buerger’s Disease, Allen Test, Clinical Signs

*
Assistant Professor of General Surgery, Esfahan University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Al-Zahra

Hospital, Esfahan, Iran

k3k
Assistant Professor of Pediatric Surgery, Kashan University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Shahid Beheshti
Hospital, Kashan, Iran



References:

1.Lie JT.Rise and fall and resurgence of
thromboangiitis obliterans (buergers disease). Acta
pathol Jpn 1989, 39: 1153-158.

2.0lin JW, Young JR, Graor RA, et al. The changing
clinical spectrum of thromboangiitis obliterans
(buergers disease). Circulation 1990, 825 (suppl): IV3
-IV8.

3.Harkavy J. Tobacco sensivities in thromboangiitis
obliterans, Migratory phlebitis , and coronary artery
disease .Bull N'Y Acad Med 1933, 9: 318-322.

4.Otawa T, Jugi T, Kawano N, et al. HL - A antigens in
thromboangiitis obliterans (letter). JAMA 1974, 230:
1128-1974.

5.Eichhom J, Sima D. Lindschau C. et al.
Antiendothelial cell antibodies in thromboangiitis
obliterans. Am J med sci 1998, 315: 17-23.

6.Kobayashi M. Ito m. Naagawa A. et al
JImmunohistochemical analysis of arterial wall
cellular infiltration in Buergers disease (endartertis
obliterans). J Vasc surg 1999, 29: 451-458.

7.0lin JW, lie JT.: Thromboangiitis obliterans
(buergers disease). In loscalzo J, Creager MA. Dzau
VJ (eds): Vascular medicine Boston. Little, Brown,
1996, PP 1033-1049.

8.Allen EV. Thromboangiitis obliterans: Methods of
diagnosis of chronic occlusive artetial lesions to the
wrist with illustrative cases. Am J med sci 1929, 178:
237-244.

9.0lin JW. Thromboangitis obliterans (buergers
disease) N Engl J med 2000, 343:864-869.

10. Mills JL, porter JM: Buergers disease: A review
and update. Semin vasc surg 1993, (6): 14-23.

11. Leu H, cheng SWK. buerger's disease in Hong
Kong. Aus NZ J Surg 1997, 67: 264-269.

12. Lie JT: Thromboangiitis obliterans (buergers
disease) and smokeless tobacco. Arthritis Rheum
1988: 812-813.

13. Koikkalainec K, luosto R, Jokinen T. Lumber
sympathectomy in the treatment of severe lower limb
ischemia in old people. Ann chir gynecol 1980; 69(3):
92-6.

14. Casellas M, perez A, Cabero L. buerger's disease
and antiphospholipid antibodies in pregnancy. Ann
Rheum Dis 1993, 52: 247-248.

15. Corelli F: Burgers disease: Cigarette smoker
disease may always be cured by medical theraphy
alone: Uselessness of operative treatment J cardivasc
surg (Torino) 1973(14): 28-36.

16. The European TAO study groups. Oral iloprost in
the treatment of thromboangitis obliterans buegers
disease): A double blind randomized placebo
controlled trial. Eur J vasc endovascular surg
1988(15): 300-307.

17. Atarida S. Shirashi S. Fujimura M, et al
Laparoscopic lumbar sympathectomy for lower limb
disease. Surg endose 2002(16): 1500-503.

18. Pace AV, Saratzis N, Karikis D, et al. Spinal cord
stimulation in buerger disease. Ann Rheum dis
2002(61): 114-18.



