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Abstract

Breast Implant Associated Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma,
(BIA-ALCL) Review Article

Hessami R. MD , Hafezi F. MD

(Received: 17 Sep 2018 Accepted: 21 Jan 2019)

BI-ALCL is an uncommon T-cell lymphoma. In 2011 FDA suggested that breast implants are possibly
associated with development of BI-ALCL, since then more cases of BI-ALCL were reported. It is
estimated that to this date more than 500 cases have been diagnosed as BI-ALCL around the world. In most
of these cases implant surface was textured rather than smooth. Both silicone and saline filled implants
have been reported to develop this problem.

BIA-ALCL has two different presentations. Two-thirds of the cases present as periprosthetic fluid
collection one year or later after implant insertion, and the remaining one-third as a capsular mass around
breast implant.

These presentations seem to be different stages of one disease. Although the best imaging-based
screening is not identified, sonography, PET and CT are appropriate methods. Mammography has low
sensitivity for screening of BI-ALCL. Every suspicious case should be confirmed with fine-needle
aspiration and pathological examination for IHC (CD30) with insistence to rule out BI-ALCL before
surgery. Operative treatment of confirmed cases should include removal of bilateral implants, total
capsulectomy, and complete excision of any suspicious lymph node. The role of adjuvant treatments is
under investigation.

Although BIA-ALCL is rare lymphoma of breast, early diagnosis and appropriate treatment is necessary
in the patients. Death has been reported in 9 patients in the U.S.

Key Words: Textured Implant, Delayed Complication, Breast Lymphoma
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