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THE
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

Vor, XXXV. Wepnespay, Novemner 18, 1846. Nao. 16.

INSENSIBILI'PY DURING SURGICAL OPERATIONS PRODUCED BY
INHALATION.

Rend befvrs the Boston Society of Medienl Improvement, Nov. 01li, 1846, an abstract huving been
previoosly remd belfore the Amearican Ackdémy of Arts pnd Scicnees, Nov. dd, 1846,

By Henry Jacob Bigelow, M.D., one of the Sorgeons of the Massachussoits Goneral Hospital.

[Communicated for the Roston Medical and Surgicnl Joeurnal.]

It has lonz been an important problem in medical science to devise
some method of mitigating the pain of surgical operations. An efficient
acent for this purpose has at length been discovered. A patient has been
rendered eompletely insensible during an amputation of the thigh, recain-
ing consciousness after a short interval. Other severe operations have
been performed without the knowledge of the patients.  So remarkable an
occurrence  will, it is believed, render the following details relating to
the history and character of the process, not uninteresting.

On the 16th of Oct., 1846, an operation was performed at the hospital,
upon a patient who had inhaled a preparation administered by Dir. Morton,
a dentist of this eity, with the alleged intention of producing insensibility to
pain.  Dr. Morton was undersicod 10 have extracted tecth under similar
cireumstanees, without the knowledge of the patient. The present ope-
ration was performed by Dr. Warren, and thouzh comparauvely slight,
involved an incision near the lower jaw of some inches in extent.
During the operation the patient muttered, as in a semi-conscious state,
and afterwards stated that the pain was considerable, though mitigated ;
in his own words, as though the skin had been scratched with a hoe.
There was, probably, in this instance, some defect in the process of inha-
lation, for on the following day the vapor was administered to another
patient with complete success. A fatty tumor of considerable size was
removed, by Dr. Hayward, from the arm of a woman near the deltoid
muscle.  The operation lasted four or five minutes, during which time the
patient betrayed oceasional marks of uneasiness ; but upon subsequently
regnining her consciousness, professed not only to have {elt no pain, but io
have been insensible to surrcunding objects, to have known nothing of the
operation, being only uneasy about a child left at home. No doubt, I
think, existed, in the minds of those who saw this operation, that the uncon-
sciousness was real ; nor could the imagination be accused of any share in
the production of these remarkable phenomena.

I subsequently undertook a number of experiments, with the view of
ascertaining the nature of this new agent, and shall briefly state them,
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